
How   to   Make   Cord   “Mission   Rosary”   with   Beads   &   Center  

To   start,   you   will   need:  

1   piece   of   cord   about   70   inches   long   

(As   you   become   more   proficient,   you   can   use   60   inches   or   less)  

1   center   (also   called   “centerpiece”)  

1   crucifix  

59   beads   (6   of   them   can   be   a   different   color,   so   53   +   6)  

knotting   tool  

candle   or   lighter   

nail   polish   (optional)  

sharp   scissors   or   cutting   tool   (cat   claw   clippers   work   well)  

round   toothpick  

 

Before   beginning,   count   your   beads.   Make   sure   you   have   at   least   59.   If   you   have  
multiple   color   beads,   arrange   them   in   the   order   which   you   want   to   place   them.  
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It   helps   to   dip   one   end   of   your   cord   in   nail   polish   and   let   it   dry   before   starting.  
This   helps   to   guide   the   cord   through   the   bead   hole.   If   you   have   a   pre-made   kit,  
this   may   have   already   been   done   ahead   of   time.  

Hold   the   center   in   your   left   hand   between   your   thumb   and   first   finger   with   the  
image   of   the   Blessed   Mother   facing   you   with   2   holes   on   top.    

         

String   the   hardened   (nail   polish)   end   of   the   cord   through   the   hole   on   the   right   side  
at   the   top   of   the   center   piece,   pulling   it   through   about   3.5-4   inches   (9-10   cm).   Pull  
both   cords   together   and   hold   in   right   hand.  

              

Hold   the   center   between   your   left   thumb   and   first   finger,   with   the   tunnel   facing  
you,   with   both   ends   of   the   cord   in   your   right   hand.   Place   the   tool   under   the   center  
in    your   left   hand   &   wrap   the   double   cord   from   the   lower   left   to   upper   right   over  
the   top   of   the   tool.   Wrap   the   double   cord   over   the   top   of   the   tool   to   the   right   and  
after   going   under   the   tool,   pull   your   cord   to   the   upper   left,   making   an   X.  
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Be   sure   the   2   cords   are   side   by   side,   smooth,   and   not   overlapping   each   other.   If  
you   cannot   make   them   lie   flat,   just   start   over   and   try   again.  
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Continue   to   wrap   the   double   cord   2   more   times   in   the   same   direction,   keeping   your  
double   cord   to   the   left   of   the   previously   wrapped   cords,   making   a   total   of   6   loops  
going   around   your   tool.   It   should   look   like   the   photos   below.  
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On   your   last   wrap   around,   when   you   come   up   from   under   the   tool,   bring   your   2  
cords   to   the   top   left   &   then   feed   the   short   end   into   the   tunnel   from   left   to   right.  
Then   feed   the   long   end   of   the   cord   in,   from   left   to   right,   pulling   both   the   short  
and   long   ends   all   the   way   through   the   tunnel   of   the   tool.   Use   toothpick   to   feed   it.  
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Slide   the   knot   off   the   tool,   securing   both   ends   of   cord   in   your   right   hand.   Roll   the  
knot,   called   a   barrel   knot,   GENTLY   with   your   left   hand,   pulling   a   little   on   the   long  
cord,   then   on   the   short   cord   with   your   right   hand,   sliding   the   knot   towards   the  
center.   When   the   knot   is   where   it   should   be,   pull  hard  on   both   sides   of   the   cords,  
holding   both   cords   with   both   hands   evenly.   The   tension   is   important:    too   much,   and  
the   little   hole   in   the   center   with   break,   too   little,   and   your   knot   will   come   loose.  

 

 

Trim   the   SHORT   end   of   cord   ¼   inch   (6   –   6.5   mm)   from   the   knot.   Either   burn   the  
tip   off   with   a   flame   (helps   to   have   a   lit   candle)   OR   apply   clear   nail   polish   to   the   end  
to   seal.   I   found   burning   is   better.   It   helps   to   have   a   lit   candle   nearby.  
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Add   10   “Hail   Mary”   beads   for   your   first   decade,   and   make   another   barrel   knot.   

 

This   time,   hold   the   side   with   the   10   beads   in   your   left   hand,   wrapping   over   the   tool  
from   lower   left   to   upper   right.   Wrap   under   tool,   then   to   upper   left,   making   an   X.   
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Wrap   the   single   cord   under   and   to   the   left   of   your   first   wrap.   Repeat,   making   a  
total   of   5   loops   around.   
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Once   you   see   5   wraps   around,   feed   the   cord   through   the   tunnel   from   the   top,   from  
left   to   right.   Pull   the   cord   through.   Gently   slide   the   knot   off   the   tool.   

 

         
 

Move   the   knot   to   leave   space   the   size   of   1   bead   in   your   decade.   If   you   want   to  
make   it   big   enough   to   fit   over   a   head,   leave   a   space   the   size   of   2   beads   instead.  

 

         
 
Add   1   “Our   Father”   bead,   which   might   not   be   the   same   color   as   your   first   10   beads.   
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Make   another   knot   as   your   last   knot,   pushing   this   knot   close   to   your   Our   Father  
bead,   leaving   no   space.   See   pages   5-7   to   make   this   knot.  

           
Leave   only   one   bead   space   between   each   decade   of   10   beads,   but   leave   NO   space  
on   either   side   of   Our   Father   bead.   Add   another   decade   of   10   beads, proceeding   as  
before   with   1   bead   space   among   your   10   Hail   Mary   beads,   2   if   to   fit   over   a   head.  
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Repeat   until   you   have   5   decades   and   4   Our   Father   beads.   Do   NOT   make   a   knot  
after   5   decade   is   added.   Once   all   5   decades   and   4   Our   Father   beads   are   attached,  
pull   the   cord   through   the   other   loop   on   the   top   of   the   center.   Line   up   the   2   sets   of  
beads   to   be   even   with   each   other   as   they   hang   down.  

Lay   the   two   cords   over   the   tool   as   for   the   first   knot   you   attached   to   the   center.  
Wrap   the   double   cord   around   the   top   of   the   tool,   then   under   the   tool   to   the  
bottom   right.   Make   the   X   by   bringing   cord   to   upper   right,   go   down   under   the   tool,  
back   to   bottom   right.   Follow   to   the   upper   left   of   that   cord,   wrapping    6    times,   so   it  
will   match   the   other   side.  

While   making   your   rosary,   if   the   end   of   your   cord   becomes   frayed,   use   a   very  
sharp   scissors   and   cut   the   very   TIP   off   at   an   angle,   forming   a   point.   Do   NOT   cut  
too   much   off,   as   you   will   be   short   at   the   end   and   have   to   restring   your   end   with   a  
new   piece   of   cord   that   is   long   enough   (about   16   inches)  
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Guide   cord   from   left   to   right   thru   tunnel.   Pull   all   the   way   thru,   then   slip   knot   off  
the   tool.   Be   careful   to   roll   your   knot   with   your   finger   and   thumb   gently   while  
moving   the   knot   to   match   the   other   side.   You   can   still   move   it   until   you   pull   it   tight.  

         

Pull   hard   for   that   final   pull   to   secure   the   knot.   IF   you   make   a   mistake,   use   a  
toothpick   to   pull   off   one   wrap   on   one   side   to   loosen   the   knot.   Carefully   remove   each  
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roll   and   start   this   step   over   again.   Once   it   is   spaced   perfectly   and   tightened,   cut  
cord   about   ¼   inch   from   the   knot.   Either   burn   or   use   nail   polish   to   seal   the   cord.  

Using   the   long   left   over   cord   you   cut,   loop   the   nail   polish   end   through   the   bottom  
remaining   hole   on   the   center.   Make   another   barrel   knot   approximately   the   same  
distance   from   the   center   piece   as   your   other   two   knots,   using   the   same   method   of  
the   very   first   barrel   knot   from   the   center.   See   pages   2-5.   

Add   one   Our   Father   bead.   Make   a   knot   with   5   loops.   See   pages   5-7.   Do   not   leave   a  
space   between   these   2   knots   and   the   Our   Father   bead.   Add   3   Our   Father   beads.  
Leave   one   bead   space   between   these.   Make   a   5   loop   barrel   knot   again   See   pages  
2-5.   Add   one   Our   Father   bead,   NO   knot,   then   the   crucifix.   Then   one   last   barrel  
knot   …   lay   both   cords   over   the   tool   as   with   the   center   on   pages   7-8.   See   below.  
Wrap   the   long   cord   over   both   as   you   did   for   the   knots   on   your   center   piece.   Wrap  
around   6   times.   Guide   the   cord   from   the   top   thru   tunnel   from   left   to   right.   Slip  
knot   off.    Roll   to   the   right,   TOWARDS   Our   Father   bead   and   tighten.   Make   the  
knot   as   close   to   the   Our   Father   bead   as   possible.   Tighten   as   much   as   possible.   Snip  
end   ¼   inch   from   end.   Burn   or   apply   nail   polish   to   seal.   

     

      

THANK   YOU   for   becoming   a   rosary   maker   for   Our   Blessed   Mother!   PLEASE   share  
these   instructions   I   made   with   anyone   and   everyone.   Let’s   make   MORE   rosaries!  

I   am   Lorene   Palgen   Bryan,   from   Visitation   Rosary   Makers   Ministry   from   Visitation  
Catholic   Church   in   Elmhurst,   IL.   I   can   be   reached   on   my   cell   (815)   671-1970   or   on  
my   email,    LorenePalgenBryan@gmail.com   
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